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   Chapter 65: Dawn and Dusk

*Twilight Town: Usual Spot*

*Kairi was explaining her story to Hayner and the gang.*

Olette: “What a romantic story!”

Laura: “So you met Pashmina, which is June’s Hamster, and this... James?”

Kairi: “Yeah.”

Pence: “If you stick around, Sora and the others are bound to show up. Then you guys can see them again!”

Laura: “Even Hamtaro!?”

Pence: “Yeah! You gotta seen them to believe it!”

Hayner: “Yeah, he said that he’s coming back.”

Kairi: “Okay!”

Laura: *?*

*Laura dived behind the Sofa*

Kairi: “Laura, what’s wrong?”

???: “So, you’re Kairi.”

Kairi: “Huh!?”

*A portal appear out of nowhere, and a man in hood stood out.*

???: “Diz let his guard down for only a second, and we found you, hanging around with some kids.”

Kairi: “Who- Axel?”

???: “He’s busy dealing with a distraction.*

* The man removed his hood. He had long blue hair, and a X on his face. Saix.*

Saix: “You are coming with me.”

Kairi: *!*

*Hayner and Pence tried to Charge Saix, but they went through him. Saix seized Kairi, and dragged her to the portal.*

Kairi: “Let go of me! Let go!”

*Soon, the two disappeared into the portal, with Pluto chasing behind. The portal closed off.*

Hayner: “Kairi!!”

*Roxas ran through the door.*

Roxas: “What happened!?”

Pence: “A man with blue hair and a X just took Kairi away!”

Roxas: “What about Laura?”

Laura: *Rose from behind the couch* “I’m still here.”

Roxas: “Stay here. I gotta go tell Diz!”

*Roxas ran off.*

*Gummi Cruiser: Main room.*

James: “Here Oxnard.”

Oxnard: “Huh?”

*James hands Oxnard a pair of Gloves that looked really sturdy*

James: “It’s Strength Gloves, I used some metal to make it tough to damage, and make your attacks more stronger than usual.”

Oxnard: “Cool...”

*Oxnard puts on the gloves. Oxnard feels as though he could lift the whole Ham-ham humans if he wanted to.*

Pepper: “They look mighty fine, Oxnard.”

Oxnard: “Thanks, Pepper! And thank you too, James!”

*Training room.*

*Penelope was practicing Velocity Slash.*

Penelope: *Combat yell*

*Penelope slashed through the target, leaving two slashes in the form of a plus sign.*

Penelope: “Okay. Looking good!”

*Pashmina walked in.*

Pashmina: “Hey, Penelope!”

Penelope: “Oh! Morning!”

*Later...*

*Penelope presented the Cool Head Cap*

Pashmina: “Did you make that?”

Penelope: “No... I asked Genie to repair it, and Genie gave me this cap. It’s Cappy’s hat, but made to look similar to Sora’s Clothes.”

Pashmina: “Those clothes ARE cool...”

Penelope: “Say, would Sora mind if we tried them on?”

Pashmina: “But those are his clothes! We can’t just take them! We have to ask!”

Penelope: “I know, but would he mind if we tried them on?”

Pashmina: “I bet he would say ‘Sorry, but these are mine.’”

Penelope: “Aw...”

Pashmina: “But are you going to do with the hat?”

Penelope: “I’ll give it to Cappy later! He’d be sooo happy!”

Pashmina: *Sigh...* “He might be still sulking about the hat...”

*And as Pashmina guessed, Cappy was in his room looking up on the ceiling, and bored.*

*Main Room.*

*Dieter was looking up the letters they received from Cid. All contains entries from the Ansem and Secret Ansem Files.*

*E-mail when the group left The Clubhouse a third time.*

*Ansem Report 4*

The Heartless appear in groups, and are multiplying rapidly. I've provided them both living and nonliving samples. They've responded only to the living. They seem to multiply after absorbing something from the living creatures. Their prey vanishes without a trace.

I believe the Heartless are taking hearts. They are born from those who've lost their hearts, and thrive on hearts seized from others. The hearts taken by the heartless become Heartless themselves.

Though I lack proof, I am confident in this hypothesis. I must also study their behavioral principles.

Though they lack emotions, they do seem to have some intelligence. How to communicate with them?

It's just occurred to me: Could they be the darkness in people's hearts?

*Secret Ansem Report 4*

The distant days spent in that beautiful paradise are an illusion to me now. How long have I been here, banished to the realm of nothingness? It is only by relying upon my anger and hatred that I have been able to retain my sense of self here, where all existence is nullified. My heart is being overcome with hatred toward my apprentices, possessed by the darkness, and with the anger I feel for stupidly allowing myself to be betrayed.

Is the darkness eating away at my heart? I cannot continue to idle away my time here. What are Xehanort and the other attempting to do? I must unravel the mystery of these “Ansem Reports,” intercept my apprentices, and defeat them. That is my mission…the only way to repay the world for my sins. Those beings who lack hearts – Heartless – must be the key. The darkness of the heart, made flesh. Cursed shadows who not only lack hearts, but multiply by seizing hearts from any and all living things. Where have they come from, and where are they going?

3 elements combine to create life: a heart, a soul, and a body. But what of the soul and body left behind when the heart is lost? When the soul leaves the body, its vessel, life gives way to death, but what about when the heart leaves? A being does not perish when its heart leaves its body. The heart alone disappears in the darkness. There is little time. If I remain in the realm much longer, I will certainly learn these lessons the hard way. My heart is already a captive of the darkness.
*E-mail during Halfway point of Agrabah, First Visit*

*Ansem Report 5*

To study the Heartless behavior, I picked one out for observation. It wiggled its antennae and, as if sensing a target, headed deep into the castle.

In the deepest part of the castle, its antennae began vibrating, as if searching for something.

Suddenly, a strange door appeared. I'd never known of its existence.

I had a large keyhole, but didn't seem to be locked. So, I opened the door.

What I saw on the other side mystified me.

What was that powerful mass of energy?

That night I observed a great meteor shower in the sky.

Could it be related to the door that I have opened?
*Secret Ansem Report 5*

In this realm, where all existence has been disintegrated, I have just barely managed to preserve my sense of self by continuing to think and write. It is a place where even time has lost all meaning. Eternity is but a moment here. I must make haste. Certainly their plans are already underway.

The heartless must be the key to unraveling this mystery. The six traitors were operating a laboratory that churned out those cursed shadows. Not only did they generate “pureblood” Heartless from living hearts, but they then used those Heartless to synthesize artificial versions of these creatures as well. These synthetic Heartless bore insignias and were called “Emblems.” Pureblood of Emblem, these Heartless act only to fulfill their instinctive needs. They single-mindedly detect hearts and swarm around them. A human’s command would be ineffective: the Heartless would easily steal the human’s heart and use it to increase their own ranks.

But what if an even stronger Heartless was giving the orders? If he cast aside his own soul and body and became a Heartless, wouldn’t he be able to control the otherwise intractable Heartless? Furthermore, wouldn’t he be planning to make use of the creatures’ instincts? If the heart-seeking Heartless have their sights set on a larger, more powerful heart, their goal is crystal-clear. The largest heart in existence – the heart of the world. This is all conjecture, but it would seem he is utilizing the Heartless in his search for a path leading to the heart of the world.
*E-mail after First visit to Agrabah.*

*Ansem Reports 6*

A massive core of energy lay beyond the door sought by the Heartless. It may be the ultimate goal of the Heartless. But what is that energy? I have devised a hypothesis, based upon my observations of the Heartless.

The Heartless feed on other's hearts, and they yearn for that energy core. That thing beyond the door must be a heart, too--the heart of this world. There is no proof, but, having felt that immense energy, I am certain. That was the heart of the world.

The Heartless are trying to take hearts not only from all living creatures, but from the planet itself. But what do they mean to do with the heart of the world?
*Secret Ansem Report 6*

My choice to befriend darkness here in the midst of nothingness was a sound one. The moment I stared straight ahead with a calm heart, neither rejecting darkness, nor fearing it, I gain a newfound power. A superhuman power—the power of darkness.

It is likely Xehanort and the others were enraptured by this power, eventually becoming its prisoners. I do not intend to allow my heart to be devoured by the darkness as they did, of course.

With this new power, I uncovered a “corridor of darkness” that connects the realm of nothingness to the outside world. While it is difficult to come and go as I please, my banishment is now a thing of the past.

To deceive Xehanort and my apprentices, I first used my power to change form before returning to the realm of light.

As I had expected, Xehanort had become a Heartless. Under my name, he commanded other Heartless in quests to snatch away the hearts of many different worlds.

At the center of the hearts Xehanort had stolen was “Kingdom Hearts,” which attracts tremendous darkness to itself and attempts to send away any and all matter back into its depths.

The other five have disappeared. Have they become Heartless, like Xehanort? Or did they vanish after Xehanort had exploited them?

I became familiar with an unusual “entity” while pursuing the truth. It is the soul and body that remain when a being losses its heart. When a Heartless is born, these entities disappear from the realm of light, to be reborn as entirely new beings in a completely different realm.
*End of E-mails...*

Dieter: “James... You must read these. These contain valuable information.”

James: “I read ‘em”

Dieter: *!*

*James was right behind Dieter*

Dieter: “Then why haven’t you done anything or warn your friends?”

James: “Riku could easily reach him. But let’s keep this under our hats until the time comes.”

Dieter: “Very well.”

*Later in the evening... Andre’s Room*

*Andre was asleep in his bed.*

*Dreamscape*

*Andre stood in a Desert like cliff area... Sunset Horizon*

Andre: “Where is this place...?”

???: “Andre.”

Andre: “Huh!?”

*A man wearing blue Chaser Armor walked towards Andre. He was holding a Keyblade that caught Andre’s attention.*

Andre: “V...Ven!?”

???: “Long time, no see.”

Andre: “I thought... James said that you disappeared!”*

Ventus: “I’m hear to tell you something.”

*Kingdom Hearts: Birth by Sleep/ Extra Chapter 10*

*Andre’s hand flashed for a brief moment.*

Andre: “What...”

Ventus: “When grabbed my Keyblade that day, 10 years ago, something awoken inside of you.”*

*Extra Chapter 12*

*Just then, a Keyblade appeared in Andre’s Hand. It was Shaped at the hilt and loophole like Hamtaro’s blade, but the ‘Blade’ was like a prism drawing out a rainbow, with the Ham-ham Games symbol for the ‘Key’ Part of the blade. It’s Rainbow Resolution!*

Andre: “A Keyblade!?”

Ventus: “Yeah.”

Andre: “But... I thought...”

Ventus: “You’re one of the chosen. But I have one last gift for you...”

*Ventus presents his Keyblade.*

Andre: *!*

Ventus: “Take it.”

*Andre grasped Lost Power in the other hand.*

Ventus: “It’s all yours now. Farewell...”

Andre: “Ven, wait!!”

*Ven disappears in a Sandstorm... however, his voice echoed out.*

Ventus: “It will come to you in a time of great importance. Once it appears to you, you will command its power like your own.

*Andre’s Room*

*Andre snapped upward from his dream.*

Andre: “W-what...!?”

*Andre checked his hand. A light flashed, but nothing happened or appeared.*

Andre: “...”

*Andre shook his head, then went back to sleep.*

*Map Room*

*James was trying to locate a world on the computer. The new worlds available: Halloween Town, Twilight Town, Pride Lands.*

James: “Set Course for Twilight Town.”

*The Ship began to move towards Twilight Town.*

*Morning...*

*James was up bright and early. Andre walked in.*

James: “Hey, Andre! What are you doing up?”

Andre: “I... “

James: “Hey, Relax. We’re heading for Twilight Town next. It’s back on the map, so everyone will be happy to know. I want it to be a surprise for everyone!”

Andre: “Ah, so I see.”

*Later... In Twilight Town.*

*Laura was walking down the street. She wasn’t wearing the Organization Coat.*

Laura: (I gotta hurry!)

*The Usual Spot*

*Laura ran in.*

Hayner: “Laura, what’s wrong?”

Laura: “Well... do you remember what happened yesterday?”

Pence: “About Kairi being kidnaped? What about it? Did Roxas found them!?”

Laura: “See... Roxas explained the situation to DiZ, and I have to go into hiding.”

Olette: “Will we see you again?”

Laura: “Of course. But the bad guys are scouting the place. I gotta stay out of sight for a while.”

*Laura runs out of the usual spot*

Pence: “Be careful...”

Hayner: “How are we going to explain to Hamtaro and Sora that Kairi’s kidnaped, and Laura’s hiding out?”

Olette: “Good point...”

*Gummi Cruiser: Twilight Town Orbit*

*James and the group looked down on Twilight town*

James: “Twilight Town, here we come!”

*Twilight Town: Market Street: Tram Common*

*Laura just ran down from the Station Heights when the group got transported down. Laura stopped, but a bit too late. She bumped into Hamtaro.*

Hamtaro: “Ow...”

Laura: “Ow...”

James: “Huh? I don’t think I’ve seen her around here before.”

Laura: “Uh...”

*Laura notices the ears on most them group. The two got up.*

Laura: “Are you guys... the missing hamsters!?”

James: “Uh...oh...”

*Just then, a small person in a pointy hat ran by. He seemed to be running from something.*

???: “H-help! The Sandlot! It’s Seifer!”

*The boy bumped into Hamtaro*

???: “Somebody please help us!”

Hamtaro: “Seifer?”

Sora: “He must the guy that caused trouble for Bijou and you.”

Laura: “Huh?”

Hamtaro: “Then we gotta help them, even if they don’t need it!”

Sora: “Right, Hamtaro.”

Laura: “Hamtaro!?”

Hamtaro: “Could you show us where Seifer is?”

???: “O-of course! This way! And, um... I’m Vivi.”

Hamtaro: “Thanks Vivi. C’mon!”

*Just then, the group ran towards the Sandlot. Laura stood there, looking shocked.*

Laura: “That human...was Hamtaro!?”

*Laura quickly followed closely.*

*End of Chapter 65*
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